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children's television program created as an alternative for Saturday
morning viewing. A SO-pinute coaposite tape of program segments was

shown,

after which observation sheets, questionnaires and interviews

were used to learn children®s character preferences, ability to grasp

the educational concepts,

attention span and scheduling preferences.

Ninety-eight percent of 7-9 year-olds and 84% 2f 10-12 year-olds said

they enjoyed the program and 75% would
viewing. Adults wvere evenly divided
recommend “Monkey Bars" to children.
preferred a Saturday
preferred afternoon.
enjoyed the program, but

vatch it if offered for home
when asked if they would
Two-thirds of the 7-9 year-olds
morning viewing time, while 10-12 yeac-olds
Results showed that yoinger children overall
were not able to grasp all its humor, as

older children could. Appendixes include the original observation
sheets, questionnaires, and interview schedules. £SK)
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i PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Ther obijectives of this research nroject are to:
Y Study the receptivity and acceptability of "Monkey
Pars”
(a) by members of the specified taryet audience,
7-12 year old children
(b} by adults who may influence the viewtl i, hahits
of children or may use the program it..1f

(especially teachers)

IT) Discern the appeal of:
(a) the proqram as a whole
(b) the program segment Ly segment in order to provide
g useful information for the production of further

episodes of "Monkey Bars”.
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Il  CONTENT DESCRIPTION*

Objectives, Format, Content

"Monkey Bars" is a scries of 50 minute variety’
magazine shows created for children of 7 - 12 vears as
1 viewing alternative to Saturday morning televisiion for
children. Each program incorporates a variety of
entertaining and educational elements of particular in-
terest. to this age group:

- stimulation of ideas and wonder

. raising the level of awareness of issues and
Oopportunities

. increasing familiarity with carcer opportunities,
recreation and fitness activities

. carning language and communications skills

- intellectual and critical involvement

- general knowledge
The serles is based on a musical group of kidsg called
"The Monkey Bars" and a couple of characters named
Hassle B, Demille and Dingbat who keep popping up .

The kids sing, dance and act their way through

S~—-

the proqgram with the assistance of Hassle, a "theatrical
impressario and junk dealer" who is not very fond of
* Part [ is an edited version of materials supplied to

the roesearchers by Janis Nostbakken, Educational
Supervisor for "Monkey Bars".
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kids and who is determined to put a stop to all the
fun those kids are having.

The confrontation between the Monkey Bar kids
and Hassle and PDingbat provides the framework for a
hunber of weekly situations ~—-- each vignoette designed
to accomodate the educational ohjectives. The presentation
of the various elements is "television variecty" ---
with production numbers, audience participation, Camecy
skotches and over sixty original sonas. The bassic
dramatic devices of jeopardy and adventure, fantasy and
lots of music, are used to weave together the educational
»lements of each program,

The particular 50 minute tape used for the
observation sessions consisted of various segments
taken from a number of "Monkey Bars" episodes to comprise
one composite show of similar format and content. The
seaments were chosen on the basis of their representative
aual ity of the program and the interest of the educational

Supervisor to use them in a research context.
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"AONKEY _BARS" TEST PROGRAM CONTENT ANALYSIS

Obioctives

l. Introduction

-to state the themoe of the
show: with a litvle
imigination and ingennity
You can be almust any-
thing

-to introduce the main
characters: the 5 "Monkey
Bars", Hassle &

Dingbat

c. Picture Frame

~to set up relationship
between H&D and kids -

kids are "average" 11

vear olds who grate on

the nerves of Hassle by doing
notmal ecveryday kid-

Iike things

~Hassle & Dingbat attempt

to do the kids out of their
fun

“to give the kids and
Viewers an opportunity to
discover that things are not
alwayse what they scem

-to Introduce the concept

of body language

"Monke' Rars" opoening musical
theme performed by kids on
Monkey Bars set.,

Transition from opening

to miniaturization

H & D meet 2 kids who are
set up for the "adventureo"

Miniaturization - 2 kids are
"zapped”® by Hassle - they
are reduced in size and put
inside a serijes of pictures
wnich come to life. 1n cach
picture the kids find thot
things are not what they had
seemed - "You've got to see
what the rest of the body is
saying".
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Picture Frame ... cont 'd

~to emphasize the concopt
of the previous seament
("Ycu've qot to sece what the
test of the body is saying")

3. Metric Man

-to make the point that it
roquires no special knowledage
or skill to convert to the
metrice system

4. Policoman

. a————

-to acquaint the viewers with

career opportunities available

to them c¢.q. policeman.

=a aencral idea of the
oducation, training, duties,
rewards, and drawbacks of
being a policeman

5. Cinderclla

~to introduce viewoers to
Hassle as theatre impressario
ond to set up word play

—to make viewers aware of
the different parts of
sheech

~to expand vocabulary

“te introduce viewers to
stagina plays

00

chmgg&

Production Number "what You
Sec isn't Always What You Got"
performed by the 5 kids

Metric Man animatod cartoon
dealing with metrication

Careers presentation of an
T 13
1llustrated song which tells
what it is like to be a cop

Transition to word play 8 & D
have comical exchange and set
up "Cinderella® as their now
stage play.

Word Tlay H & D have comical
cxchange related to words
missing from their seript.

2 kids are called upon to help
fill in the blanks with the aid
of the studio audicnce and 2
adult actors, Pat and Julie.
The audience is asked to supply
the nouns, verbs, adjectives
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Cinderella ... cont 'd

5. Yoga

~to emphasize that in order
to be physically fit you
don’t have to he a super
star -~ all you really

need to do is to get out
and be aactive

~tO0 encouraqge kids to try
some different athletic
activities e.q. yoga

7. Musical Instruments

~to interest viowers in
creating muaical instruments

of their own by using every-

day materials and a little
imaaination

~to encouraae kids to eXperiment
with sound and music

~to emphasize that music does
not have to he created by
special people called
"musicians" everybody

can make music of some

kind 1f they simply

tr

8. pvscrihqmgnd Draw
-to illustrate comical ly the

importance of clear com-
munication

Oiu 6

i:(‘ﬂm(‘nt

- eans e

and adverbs  rogquired to complote
the play. The play is acted

out using the solicited words
which appear on the bottom

of the screen as they ate used.

Body Boogie musical number
performed by the kids which
deals with physical fitness.
This introduces a short

film essay on an 11 yr. old
girl who enjoys yoga

Magician performance by a

magician who acts as a staqge
hand at the theatre. His
tricks relate to the
homemade musical instruments
created and used by our §
kids.

Sang "Clap Your Handas"
performed by our 5§ kids

Transition to describe ancl
draw 1 & D Yave comical
exchange about communications
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Deseribe and braw ... cont'd

—to ot up game of
describe and draw

~to encourage the
development of com-
munication skills

-to indicate how important
it is to express yourself
clearly and to listen
carefully

9. Qﬁ:ggygﬁmgiﬁcussigg
~to make viewers aware of
some of the major issucs
of our time

~to encourage the audioence
to look bevond the obvious
and to appreciate that
answers to problems are
not always as clear as
black and white

~to introduce tactics of
argument which may he
usceful in debates and
discussions

~te underline the concept
introduced in "Progress®

01a 7

and decide to teach kids
& lesson on the subject.

PDescribe and braw a qame
played by the c¢ast and
studio audience - 2 Kids
arce given 2 different
objects which they are to
describe to their teams
who in turn must translate
onto their pieces of paper.
The first team to discover
what his leader's object
1s will win. The other
losing team's leader will
suf fer the consequences

at the hands of H ¢ D

who invariably lose out
themselves.

Pie~in-the-face routine
ensues.

Advocates Pat § Jdulio emergo
after the b & p game to
discuss "Progress". Each
takes an opposing view and
attempts to sell his views
to the audience. The
resolution of the argqument
brings the two together

to look for a compromise.

Song “"Spaceship Earth® per-
formed by 5 kids on the
Monkey Bars sot.



Ll "ETHODOLOGY

Re: Children

The Sub:jects

The children involved in the study were mombeors
of the specitiod target audience. There were 64 7~12
vear olds from two public schools in the Toronto areca.

On roequest, each pPrincipal instructed the
teachers to choose at random children fluent in English
and as evenly distributed by age and sex as possible.

The children were divided into four vViewing
yroups of 1€ children each. Within each group there
were equal numbers of boys and girls; they were either
of the vounger range (7~9 years) or the older range
(10-12 vears) of the target audience. (0One aroup did
contain some members of both age groups.)
Recording of pata

{a) Observation Sheet:

An observation sheet was developed to record the
trends in viewing behaviour of the 64 children during
the program (see Appendix A). A series of responses
wias outliaed. To facilitate recording the responses
of 4 childroen simultaneously by one observer, all
Possible responses were listed on the observation sheet

in abbreviated form:
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- Attention (A): coyes on set (:ttentive viewing)

= Close Attention (CA): eves on set (intenseo
Viewineg)

o Attention (NA): eyes not on set

= Motor Response (MR): in relation to something
on the set '

- Interaction (1): (with another individual)
1n relation to something on the sot

- Smile {(8): in relation to something on the set
=~ Laugh (L): in relation to something on the seot
One level of attention (CA or A or NA) plus one
Or any combination of other responses (if obscrved)
woere recorded for each child for each seament or part
thereot'. These responses reflect the general trend of
reactions for the period of time considered.
(b} Written Quostionnaire: (See Appeidix B)
In order to determine (1) the appeal «f the
program (2) the children's present viewing habits and
(3) their ability to grasp the educational concepts
in "Monkey Bars", a detailed questionnaire was developed.
Immediately after the viewing session the children were
divided into 4 groups -~ 4 children with each observer.
The questionnaire was administered. 1n the case of the
two 7-9 vear old aroups, the questions were read aloud
by the researcher to the children in ordcer to alleviate
any comprehension problems. However, each child filled out

his or hers without reference to the cther children.

il
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The questionnaire itself was designed to require
a minimum of writing on the children's part and thereby
minimive the length ot Limo for completion. Approximately
15 - 20 minutes was spent on the questionnaire.

(c) Interview schedule: (Bee Appoendix C)
i . R & P

Immediately after o1l members ot ¢ach group had
completed the writtoen questionnaire, the interview
commenced.  The questions were staggered (i.e. the same
Juestion was not asked of each child in succession) in
order to minimize the influence of the firgt tesponse,
All children eventually were asked cach of the eleven
cuestions on the interview schedule. The interviow
lasted approxinately 20 ninutes.

Viewing Environments

————

A viewing room was selt up either in the Fibrary
or the lounge of the school. The environment was in-
formal in character wilhh 16 children seated on the
carpeted floor watching one 19" Sony monitor. (In
one qroup, the children wer o seated in chairs.) 7The
observers sat on an angle facing both the children and
the television set i order to observe the children
unobtrusively. In cases where a child questionned an
observer's writing during the viewing session, the child
was told it had something to do with the content. of the

program itself.
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IV RESEAPCH FINDINGS

Re:  Children

Noto:

- r———

For purposes of analysis, the data was arouped
in the following ways:

(a) all 64 children

(b)Y all 7-9 year olds

(¢} all 10-~12 vear olds

(1) all boys

(e} all girls

(f) 7-9 year old boys

(g) 7-9 year old girle

(h) 10-12 year old boys

(1) 10-12 year old girls

The following findings include only statements
about those qroupings in which the data was considered
to be significant.

Percentages are rounded off to the nearest
whole numboer,*
A. GENFRAL COMMENTS

A high percentage of the 64 children (91%)
orally stated that they enjoyed "Monkey Bars". This
included 96% of the younger children (7-9 year olds)
and 84% of the 10-12 year olds. When asked if they

would watch "Monkey Bars” at home if it wore on TV,

approximately 3/4 of the children said ves, and 1/4

*NB the pereentages in all cases are derived from the
number of children in that grouping.
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(15 children) said that they would not watch it. of
the 15 who said they would not, 13 werce bays, almost
evenly distributed by age group.

When asked, “"would you recommend "Monkey Bars"
to a friend?* 2/3 of the children stated that they
would. The remaining 1/3 was evenly divided between
4 negative response and "maybe”. It is interesting to
observe that only 3% of the 7-9 year olds said "no",
whereas 25% of the 10-12's replied that they would not

recommend the program.

Target Audience

When asked whom they believed "Monkey Bars"
was designed for, all 64 children indicated EEEE boys
and girls, rather than for only one scex. In addition,
when asked to specify an age group - either “ithe same
as yourself, younger than yourself, or older than
yourself," a majority chose the "same" category over
either "younger" or "older". The "younger" category was

chosen more often than "olderv",.

When Should “Monkey Bars® be on TV? (See Appendix D3)
Each child was asked, in written form, "If
you were in charge of "Monkey Bars", what day and time
of day would you put it on TV?
The day which was stated most of ten was Saturday

(1/3 of the children) and the time of day selected most
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e'ten was the afternoon (approximately 30%). However,
it must be kept in mind that all weekdays, (Monday
through P}iday} taken together scored significantly
higher than Saturday.

Saturday was ranked first in both age groups
(7-9, 10-12) and for all boys. However, for all girls
Wednesday outranked Saturday by one.* Sunday did not
score siqnificantly high in any group.

The afternoon ranked as first choice for both
sezes and for the 7-9 age group. The morning was
preferred by the 10-12 year olds (morning 45%, afternoon
28%) . It should be noted that the older boys account
for this distinction in time of day. 1In all cases, the
evening ranked as last choice as time of day.

The Favorite Character (Sec Appendix C)

Dingbat was the favorite character of a majority
of the 64 children with 51.6%. The 10-12 year olds
alsn irdicated Dingbat as first choice with 61.1% {or
22 of 26 children). However, for the 7-9 vear olds,
Dingbat ranked second with 39% after the Monkey Bars
kids (who were considered together as a single choice) .
The Monkey Bars kids ranked second overall with

27% (17) of the 64 children indicating this choice. This

*NB when 2 child wrote "weekday" instead of a specific
day, Wednesday was substituted,
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includes 143 of the 10-12 age group and 43% of the
7-9 age qroup.

The Magician, as he appeared in the Musicai
Instrument segment, ranked third overall favorite with
16% of the children. This included 19% of 10-12 year
olds and 10% of 7-9 year olds.

Fourteen percent (9) of the 64 children indicated
Hassle as their favorite character in "Monkey Bars".
He ranked 4th overall. However, the 14% consisted of
22% (8) of the 36 10-12 year olds and only one (1)

7-9 year old.

Julie, with 3% and Pat, with none (0) ranked
S5th and 6th respectively. Both of the children who
preferred Julie were in the 7-9 year old group.

The Least-Liked Character (See Appendix )

Of the 56 respondents to this question, 34%
(19) chose Hassle as the character most disliked in the
program. Although as least-liked character, he ranked
first for all children, he was third with 25% (6 of 23)
10-12 year olds, and first with 40% (13 of 34) in the
7-3 yecar old's selections.*

Pat, who appeared in the Picture rrame segment,

the Word Play Game and the Progress Discussion, ranked

*NB some children made more than one choice
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second as the least-liked with 20% (11) of the 56 children.
He ranked fourth for the 7-9 age group, with only 4
children choosing him.

Julie, who appeared in the same segments as
Pat, was third with 16% (9) of the 56 children indicating
her as the character they liked the least. When dividing
by ag¢ group, the choice of Julie is even more glaring.
Only one (1) 10-12 year old made this selection. The
remaining eiqght (8) children were in the 7-9 year old
age group.,

The Monkey Bars kids ranked 4th overall with
14% (8) of the 56 children. This includes 25% (6 of
24) of the 10-12 year olds and 6% (2 of 34) 7-9 year
olds.

Attention (See Figures 1 and 2)

The general trend of attention for 7-9 year olds
and 10-12 year olds was similar in pattern. However,
there was more fluctuation in the humber of younger
children watching from one segment to the next than for
the alder children.

Ten to twelve year olds tended to watch the
brogram consistently for the first Six segments - until
the end of the Cinderella play (section 8); the number
of children watching then gradually decreased for the lést

four seqments, except during the Describe & Draw Ganme.
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Hi qho_s.t_" Att_en tion

During the first two segments (the "Monkey Bars™
theme song and the Picture Frame segment, sections 1-7)
the highest number of children of both age groups con-
sistently watched the program. The 10-12 year olds ilso
consistently paid attention during the Describe and
Draw cGame (sections 25-27).

Highest No Attention

The highest number of children in both age
groups who did not watch the program occurred during the
last segment: the Progress Discussion (sections 28-30),
In the 10-12 year old group, the Yoga segment (section
19) also lost the atténtion of a significant number of
previously attending children.

Significant Cueing Sequences

During the Body Language Song ("What You See
Isn't Always What You Get" sections 8-9), the number
of children of both age groups attending to the program
dropped (with a sharper drop in the younger group).
The children become immediately re-involved with the
introduction of the animation, Metric Man, (sections
10-11). Again, this change was much more apparent with
the younger children than with the older.

Similarly, there was a significant increase in

the number of c¢hildren attending to the program immediately
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following the sequence of dialogue between Hassle and
Dingbat concerning how children don't listen (section 24,
where, ironically for both age groups the number
attending had dropped) to the next sequence where the
audience is booing the two characters (where all children
of both groups attended to the program) .

For the 10-12 year olds, this cue was sufficient
to hold their attention during the entire Describe and
Draw Game (section 25~27). For the 7-9 year olds,
however, the cueing effect did not last and the number
of children paying attention varied during the remainder
of the segment.

Smiles and Laughter

The two segments which evoked the highest number
of smile or laughter responses from both groups were the
Cinderella play segment (sections 15-18) and the last
part of the Describe and Nraw segment (section 27).

The latter was a slapstick pie~in-the-face routine
between Hassle, Dingbat and one of the Monkey Bars
kids and therefore may be viewed hot necessarily only
as a part of that segment.

The older children tended to laugh and smile
more at the program's humor than did the younger children,
(this is borne out in the number of responses of smile

and laugh of the older children to the humcr of the
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Picture Frame segment). The older children also responded
with more smile and laugh to the beginning of the

Metric Man.

B. SEGMENT BY SEGMENT ANALYSIS

i) Songs** (sections 1,2,3,8,9, 19, 21, 23, 31)

Observations:

In general, the attention levels of all the
children observed were high and consistent during Song
seqments. However, some of the 7-9 year olds did not
watch during the "Body Language" number.

All 10-12 year olds paid attention, in general,
to all of the songs. The "Name Song" appeared to be
an effective cue to involve these children with the next
segment.

There was also a high degree of motor response
by both 10~12 and 7-9 year olds to the "Clap Your Hands"
song.,

Preferences:

The Songs proved to be the favorite of 31%

(20 of the 64) children. It ranked as second favorite

out of the possible nine segment choices of the 28

* for further details see Figures 1, 2 and Appendix C,
D4, D5, D6.

[
** All songs were considered together as one segment
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younger children. Thirty-nine percent (11} said the
Songs were their favorite. In the older group 25%
(9 out of 36) chose the songs as their favorite.
Sonas ranked as first choice for the girls of both

. age groups. However, it ranked 4th for boys in the
7-9 group and 3rd for boys in the 10-12 age group.

Of the 64 children, 11% ranked songs as the
most disliked of the nine segments.

Other Comments:

Fifty-nine percent (38 of the 64) children
stated that, given the opportunity, they would choose
the same number of songs, while 27% (18 of the 64)
wanted more songs and 14% (9 of the 64) wanted fewer
songs. These percentages are approximately evenly

distributed by sex arnd age.

i1) Picture Frame (sections 4-7)

Observations:
All children of both age groups paid attention
te all sections of the segment. A number of 10~12 year
. olds engaged in motor activity during the first few
sections. Some of the 7-9 year olds responded in this
manner during the last section of the Picture Frame
segment. During this section, some of the older children

also interacted with each other about the program.
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Preferences:

The Picture Frame segment was the favorite of
8% (5) of the 64 children. It ranked as the 5th favorite
out of the nine segment choices for both age groups.

. However, it ranked 3rd for all girls and 7th for all
Loys,

Of all 64 children, only 6% (4) ranked it as
the most disliked of the nine segments.

Educational Concept:

Of the 58 children who responded to the uuestion
concerning the educational concept of the Picture Frame
segment 77% (41) displayed an understanding of the
segment's educational intent while 10% (6) approached
the concept in their responses. These percentages were

evenly distributed across the two age groups.

1ii) Metric Man (sections 10-11)

Observations:
Children of both age groups almost unanimously
- watched this segment. (In each group, one child did not

attend to the segment after it had begun.)

There was a significant cueing effect for the
7-9 year olds where this segment recaptured their
waning attention after the "Body Language" song. A
similar but much less significant effect can be seen for
the 10-12 year olds.*

* see: General Comments - Cueing Effect




(]EE, 23

In addition, a number of the older children
interacted about the program at the beginning of the
Metric Man segment.

Preferences:

Metric Man was the favorite segment of 16%

(10 ot the 64) children. It ranked as 3rd favorite
out of the nine segments for all the children.

Of the 28 7-9 year olds, 25% (7) stated Metric
Man was their favorite. In the older group (10-12's)
8% (3 of 36) said this segment was their favorite. It
ranked 5th and 6th choice for the younger and older
girls respectively. For the boys, Metric Man ranked
3rd for the younger group and 2nd for the older group.

Out of 64 children only 3% (2) ranked Metric
Man as the most disliked of the nine segments.

Educational Concept:

Sixty-nine percent (44 out of 64) of the children
grasped the concept of the Metric Man seqment. Of the
Six segments tested for concept comprehension, the
Metric Man segment ranked 4th in general on a scale of
highest to l&west percentage correct.

Concept comprehension for boys of the 10-12
Year old age group, however, ranked Metric Man as 5th

on the same scale of highest to lowest percentage correct.
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iv) Policeman (sections 13, 14)

Observations:

Of the 28 7-9 year old children, 27 paid attention
during this segment. All 36 of the 10-12 year olds
watched the segment. 1In addition, a large number of the
older children were engaged in interaction with each
other about the program during the Policeman segment.

Preferences:

The Policeman segment was the favorite of 19%

(7 of the 64) children. It ranked as 7th favorite out
of the nine possible segment choices for all children -
including all 7-9 year olds, all 10-12 year olds and all
girls (7-12).

However, it ranked 4th for all boys (after
Cinderella, Metric Man and Songs) and lst for boys 7-9
years old. '

of thé 28 7-9 year olds, 61% (17) said the
Policeman segment was their favorite while 58% (21)
of the 36 10-12 year olds said it was their favorite..

Although not listed as a choice, none of the
children suggested the Policeman as a favorite character.

Educational Concept:

Over half of the 64 children (38) or 59%
displayed an understanding of the concept of the Poli?e-

man segment. Of those six segments tested for concept
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older girls placed it in 2nd) and the younger children
Placipng it in 2nd position (while the younger girls
ranked it 3rd).

Of the 64 children, only 2% (1) said the
Cinderella segment was the most disliked of all the
segments,

Educational Concept:

Sixty-seven percent (43 of the 64) of the children
were able to describe the correct concept for the
Cinderella segment.

Out of the six segments tested for concep£
ccmprehension.'the Cinderella segment ranked 5th in
general on a scale of highest to lowesﬁ percentage
correct, In an age group breakdown, the 7-9's ranked
6th in comprehension while the 10-12's ranked 3rd.

Other Comments:

Of the 64 children queried, 668 (42) said they
would play the word game. An equal proportion of both
boys and girls as well ag both age groups responded in

this manner.

vi) Yoga (section 20)

Observations:

All 28 7-9 year olds paid attention to the Yoga
segment. In contrast, only 78% (28) of the 36 10-12
year olds watched the segment.
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Preferences:

None of the 64 children chose the Yoga segment
as their favorite part. It ranked last of the nine
segments.

Of all the children, 64% (41 of 64) indicated
that *“e Yoga segment was the mest disliked. This in=-
cludes 72% (26 of the 36) 10-12 year olds, and 54%

(15 of the 28) 7-9 year olds.

Educational Concept:

Seventy~-Seven percent (49 of the 64) of the
children displayed a knowledge of the correct concept
for the Yoga segment. Of those six segments tested
for concept comprehension, the Yoga segment ranked
second on a scale of highest to lowest percentage
correct.

For all 7-9 year olds, however, Yoga was first
with 90% (25 of the 28) of the children comprehending.
Sixty~-four percent (24 of 36) of the 10-12 year olds
grasped the Yoga concept, ranking it 5th out of the 6 -
segments.

other Comments:

When asked what segment they would change if
they had the opportunity, 48% (31) of the 64 children

indicated the Yoga segment. This 48% was almost evenly



distributed between age groups. Their comments included:

"Make it shorter."
"Show other sports."
"Leave it out." '
“Include boys, too."

vii) . Musical Instruments (sections 21-23)

Observations:

In general, mpst of the children of both age
groups watched this segment.

As the segment progressed, an increasing number
of children engaged in motor activity, especially following
the Magician's éntrance. The latter also appears to be
directly reiated to the high degree of interaction émong
the 10-12 vear olds.

Preferences:

The Musical Instrument segment was the favorite
of only 5% (3 of the 64) children. It ranked as 6th
favorite out of the nine segments for all the children.

According to age groups, only 4% (1 of the 28)
of the younger children said this segment was their
favorite while 6% (2 of 36) of the older children said
it was their favorite out of the nine.

It ranked as 4th favorite for girls of both age
groups and 5th and 6th favorite for 7-9 and 10-12 yvear

old boys respectively.
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None of the 64 children named this segment as
the one they disliked.

Fducational Concept:

Eighty-eight percent (57 of 64) children displayed
comprehension of the concept of the Musical Instrument
segment,

Of those six segments tested for concept com-
prehension, the Musical Instrument segnent ranked 2nd
in qencral on a scale of highest to lowest percentage
correct.

The boys' ability to comprehend this segment's

concept ranked 3rd as compared to lst for the girls.

viil) Describe and Draw (sections 24-~27)

Observations:

The attention of the 7-9 year olds was not
consistently held during this segment. t fluctuated
during the seoctions within the segment. In contrast,
the attention of all the 10-12 year olds was gradually
gained as the segment progressed (all 36 attended to the
actual Describe and Draw Game itself).

There was a high degree of interaction among
the ehildren during the last section of this segmert

(pie-tihirowing scene).
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Preferences:

The Describe and Draw Segment was the favorite
of only 5% (3 of 64) of the children. Only 4% (1 of
28) of the 7-9 year olds chose this segment and 6%

(2 of 36) of the 10-12 year olds.

The segment ranked 6th favorite of the nine
segments for all children (both age groups, both sexes).

Of all 64 children, 9% (7) stated it was the
most disliked of the nine segments. Fourteen percent
(6} of these children were Qf the 10~12 age group while
4% (1) was of the 7-9 age group.

Lducational Concept:

Of the 60 children responding to the question
concerning the educational concept of the Describe and
Draw scgment, 45% (28) knew the correct concept. Of
these, 50% (17 of 33) were in the 10-12 year age group
and 40 (11 of 27) were in the 7-9 year age group.

Other Coqments:

Sixty-seven percent (43 of 64) of the children
stated that they would play the Describe and Draw game
at home; this percentage represents 78% of the 10~-12
year olds (28 of 36) and 54% of the 7-9 year olds
(15 o¢ 28). In addition, this 67% included 89%% (25)

of all girls and 50% (18) of all boys.



1x})  Progress Discussion (sections 28-30)

Ouservations:

The number of children attending to the program
arastically dropped during this segment. At its lowest,
67% of the 10-12 year olds (24 of 36) and 64% (18 of 28)
~f the 7-9 year olds watched the Progress segment.

There was a high degree of motor activity during
the segment among 7-9 year olds, while among the 10-12
year olds there was a high degree of interaction.

Preforences:

The Progress segment was the favorite of only 3%
(2 of 64) of the children. It ranked as 8th favorite
out of the possible nine segment choices.

Of the 28 children aged 7-9 only 4% (1) said
t71s scegment was their favorite. Of the 36 children in
the 10-12 age group only 3% (1) said it was their favorite
soginent.,

It ranked as the 8th choice on all lists by
Loth aage and sex.

Of the ©4 children, 18% (1l1) rated the Progros:s

T nTe fet 1S

ment as the most disliked of the nine segments.
Bddnicational Concept:
N.nety-one percent (58 of the 64) displayed an

“a.erstanding of the concept of the Progress segmont.

o~

SUthose suax segments tested for concept comproehension,
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Poo Prearcess ccament ranked lst in general on a scale
2 thie hichest Lo the lowest percentage correct.

The bhovs' concept éomprehension was higher than
the siris' in both age groups with the former ranking

In Ist place and the latter in 3rd.
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L SUMMARY AND SPECULATIONS

The Children:

-—

‘= aace aroup:

. -

. In general, the younger children seemed to
Ciujoy Monkey Bars more than the older. They felt
that wien it is put on the air, the best time would be
saturday atternoon. However, in reviewing the observation
resultn, it is apparent that their overall enjoyment of
the progcam does not necessarily coincide with their
abhility te comprehend some of its humor.

e younger children were much more outspoken

Bout characters they did not like. These included
Hassloe and ulic.  The character who was chosen as

Pettite wyoa o sianificant portion of the younger children

ST ronas appear to have held the attention of
o M vignrficant nunber of the vounger children. But the
Aniration Segment Metrie Man and the Describe and
el e provell to be attention~getters following
. croldeerdn wirich wore of less interest to them. But
{¢1 Foe two) the Describe and Draw Game was less suc-
Cuetitaa e vcduing thelr interest.
Ano e cuucational concept test gechs to in-

.....

et o, e s el pot comirehend it completely and




therorore thelr involvement vacillated. They also

wer luss prone to play it at home. The animation,
Aowever, dinvolved a high numher of the younger group.

The Yoau segment was watched by more younger
tian older children. From other evidence, it appears
tiiat they also liked it more. The Policeman segment
provod te be well-liked by the younger boys. In terms
o1 cnmprohvnéion though, the younger children scored
lowerr in thelir obility to discern its concept.

Hwar aegments evoked significant overt physical
rennonses tron the sounger children. These were the
Cindoroila noegment and the Progress Discussion. In
contataaon with e older children, the Cinderella
Tesrteat was hhked wnos by the younger ones (and also
Do welleumhrste iy 0 The Progress Discussion lost the

ariention of more of the younger than the older children.

o~ T o - .- -
C R S STy :‘! BERE LI
romams 4 in e L Bee 4 - e e e et et

v

The older children indicated that they generally
vacevea"tonkey Bars." A large number chose Saturday
SPoweierenee tooany other day for the show Lo be aired.

Powever, when it came to the choice of time, the 10-12

1o boy. tended to chioose morning, unlike the

Vemtoten cedpiren or the 10-12 vear old girls who chone

iy gt SO0 .



WP those characters mentioned as favorite amonc

the older ¢hildren, a considerable number chose Dingbat

it Haussleo.

it is interesting to note that the Monkey

har Keds ranked high on the least-liked character list.

The older children also participated overtly
with the proaram, most notably in the Cinderella segment
and the pie-in-the~face section of Describe and Draw
vy osnrilina and laughing. Another type of overt response,

interaction, also occurred .in the Policeman and Progress

Dlscassion sogment:s,
The concepts of Monkey Bars seemed to be mnre

cisarly understood by the older children.
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VEOOTrTonanosy (sce Appendix E, F)

RO Vawatis

Twenty-one adults were asked tao preview a program
Proaueest vy Channel 19 for children. They consisted of
tov members of one class ffom 0.I.S.E. and the professional

ttart ut the two schools where the children were observed.

’ The adults were told that their comments about the
prooram owouid be solicited immediately after the viewing.
“he Tuscarchers clearly specified to the viewers that
Lo tuie researchers) were not involved in any aspect
¢'otae rroduction.  Apart from this, no other information
Was o alveR prior to the viewing.
arter the viewing session, a written gquestionnairce
e adiministered. Each questionnaire was filled out
PG v orenee o any other respondent., The adult
ViwWer s o were encouraged to add their own comments in
shlition £ the answers to the specific gquestions poscd.
Alter the completion of the questionnaire, an
i Lhonsenaed d!ﬂnuﬁ&%gn ensucd (see interviuw schedule for
eRr e . Crne arf the resealchers co-ordinated the
- Gdusaussaan, while the throo others recorded the comments.

Yt Ll on baatod abtroxinately thirty minutes.
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VII RESEARCH FINDINGS (see Appendix G)

Be: Adults
Target Audience:

The adult viewers were asked who they thought the
target audience for "Monkey Bars" is. As previously
stated, they were given no information concerning the
target audience prior to the viewing session.

Of the 15 respondents to this question 89%

(13) indicated ages within the range of the specified
target audience. The remaining 11% (3) indicated that
they thought "Monkey Bars" is directed to children over
12 years. No one chose children younger than the bottom
range.

The adults were almost evenly divided when
asked, "Would you recommend Monkey Bars for members of
the target audience?" Thirty-nine percent (8 of 21)
sald ves and 43% (9) indicated that they would not.

P2:  Obijective of Monkey Bars

When asked, "What do you think the objective of
Monkey Bars is?" 28% (5) of the 21 adult viewers described
a4 concept which was the same or very similar to that of
the producers. Another 29% (6) approached the concept.
An cqual namber, 29% {(6) wrote concepts which were
J1fferent from those of the producers. Nineteen
Lareent (4) of the adults indicated that the objective was

uncicar or else ic did not exist.
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The adults were asked to suggest a time when
Monhew Bars should be on TV. The day selected most often
Was Saturday with 28% (5). However, it must be kept
in mind that all weekdays (Monday to Friday) taken
together scored higher than Saturday with 57% (8 of 14)
respondents.

Only 1 person indicated Sundgy a&s the choice
for the day of praseatation.

Thore was an almost equal 3-way distribution for
Cime o day.

Twenty-two percent (3) people stated they would
Wt want to have Monkey Bars on TV at all.

The adults were asked to respond to the following
TUestions concerning both their own tastes as well as
Now they felt the target audience might react to
Honkoy Bars,

tHe e ~
Whiroh

I
[ -

seaments ¢o yvou think the target audience would

e -
find enjorables

- —————

In rank order of selection, the Songs were the
most ot ten chosen with 14 marking it as the most enjoyable.
The Musseal Instrument Segnent was next with 13. The
toird most o ten selected was the Policeman segment with
1) cuvoning 1t as enjoyable to the target audience.

The Proaress Discussion was fourth on the rank order



x
X
.34
g
%

list. The segments least chosen as ehjoyable to the
target audience were Metric Man (4) and Yoga (3).

“Which seaments do you find enjoyable?"

In response to this question, the adults selected
4 lairly consistent list to the one concerning the
tildet audience. Songs, the Progress Discussion and the
Musical Instrument segments were equally chosen by
¢ adults. The next highest was Describe and Draw (7)
and the Pol.ceman segment (7). The last two on the
list were Yoga (4) and Metric Man (3).

“Which segments do you think have direct educational

valye2®
Once again, Musical Instruments was listed as
one of tae highest ranking segments. For this question,
tLowas Uairst with 15 adults selecting 1t. Metric Man
(8) and Policeman (8) were next with the Progress
Discusszion (7), Cinderella (7), Describe and Draw (7)
aad the Sonas (7) following. The segment least chosen

v the Picturc Frame (4).

Ahich scaments do you feel could be used in _an appropriate

———- .

Clusutingal setting2®

The Musical Instrumeont segment (10) again was
S Lie uon ol the list with the Progress Discussion (9),
Yo (9), and “tetrlc Man (9) following. The Policeman
(B) ana Describe and Draw (8) were listed next. The

Picturce Frame segment was last (3).
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The following are some direct quotes and
pardchrased comments which were made by the adult
Viewers during the open-ended discussion (see Interview
sehedule, Appendix F).
* A} About the program as a whole:

- length of program shou': be cut in half

T SOngs were repetitious and too long

- singing and dancing effective

=~ idea of Monkey Bars Kids at creative play
should be carried through program

"children talented but not child-like."

i

Monkey Bars cast not representative of
general population

~ "Dinagbat should not smoke."

3y Lrecific Comments:

- "Metric Man" doesn't help in an under-
standing of the metric system

- "laglcian was didactic. Situation was too
contrived.

— In the Cinderella play, super of words went
by too quickly for young readers.

- Jduring Describe & Draw, the camera angles
¢ the audicnce's drawing pads may confuse

. the viewers in understanding "vertical®
and "horizontal",

- "The Advocates was a psceudo~-debate.”

~ In Mdvocates "not conclusive point made."

.
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APFENDIX A

OBSERVATION SKEET

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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APPENDIX B
CHILDREN'S QUESTIONNAIRE
Q
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BEST COPY R LILABLE

MONERY BARS 05‘:}

N . Grade:

e e T At W W W ST AR . @ T R G

bov o “irle Your favorite TV show:

Vs Gratreraaf @ * T W el . =

: M11 in vour answers below cach auestion.

; vt oare vour Yavorite Saturday mornine television
nrograms?

—— e —— .

. e 5.4 A W W AP 4 S - - o S S —— R

- ———— e —— -

r STt oare yony Yavortte Sunday morning television

..
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NO

Dyl . o R Loaharace af Monwe Lars when woulil oo
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BEST COPY AVAILIBLE

i1
(%) Wit pacte of Monkey Pars did vou like?  Put oan
L s st
nobeside parts which you liked. (X as many as you
PRl ‘
- 1 44
) oy cotuce frame
i) Motric Yan

4}  Policeman

\3) Ovaderella (word game) play
") voaa exercises

(7} musical instrument play

{5)  describe and draw game

(%)  vproaress discussion

A t—— .

(£ r s bosidhe parts you did not like. (x as many as
veal v not like)

croorrderetia {word game) plav
. LMY e CIROS

P rwaeal rastrument play

T e T nes nd Graw game

- . ——

Do, csn dleeussion

- e atmes aaa

viy D) or ¢} to complote the follow. ng
ree o write the letter in the seace rrovided.

say o 1tV peoon:

LT e e F moraan

——— g
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-t BEST CUF1 AuniLABLE s

“otric Man part tells us:
Anvhody can use the metric systoem

Motric Man is a super hero
it is very difficult to use the metric system

mart about the policeman tells us:

his dob is like Tronside's and FKoijakta
about his different duties and his training
that nobody should be a pol icoeman

partowith the qgirl doing yoaa shows:

onlv qirls do yoga :
o have ke be a special person to do voaqa
nvhodv can be active and do something like voga

»lav about Cinderella told us:

et fhe Prince would find Cinderella
v words can he used
St oseriots are not important

Coionntrument part showed:

CAAKC munsice
iimast anvrhiine
instrument:

Pt o real ignstrumoent: t
CEoean vare Inst raments ont o of

oo dpr T reult to make your ow:n

Crnrenron with Pat and Julie showoed .

oalwavs qood
s alwavs bad
s somotines qood and Conetimes bad

05
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APPENDIX C

CLILDRIEN'S INTERVIEW SCHEDULE (COMPOSITE)

57
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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M IR D1
The favorite shows, in rated order, of boﬁal
20Ys und girls ages seven through nine are: The Six
“i1liion Dollar Man, The Brady Bunch, Planet of the Apes,
i e gugs Bunny Show.
. The favorite shows, in rated order, of both boys
ara ¢1rls ages ten through twelve are: The Brady Bunch,
MASH, and The Little House on the Prairie.
The favorite shows, in rated oxder, on
satarday mornings, of both boys and girls ages seven
tarougr nine are: The Bugs Bunny Show, Valley of the
Jinosaurs, Wheely and the Chopper Bunch, Devlin, Speed-
~ugay, Coober and the Ghost Chasers, Shazam, and Gilligan's
R ARG,
‘“rw Tavorite shows, in rated order, on Sunday
Seeay DU both boys and airls ages ten through twelve
-~/ comet, and tne Bugs Bunny Show.
Lo favoerite shows, in rated order, on Sunday
T Lo w0th doYs and girls ages ten through twelve

2v'a Comet, Sunday Morning Movies, and H. R.

~oro w10 adt seem to be any »ignificant differences,

YW aG preterenees of boys and givls.
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BEST COFY AVAILABLE

JULSTIONNAIPE (Question #5)

Rank Order - Like

Cindereclla
sOngs

Metric Man
Musical

Picture Frame
vescribe & Draw

Policeman

Progress

Yoga
All Girls
s0oNgs
Cinderella
Picture Frame
““usical

Metric Man
Describe & Draw
Dolicoman
ProOcress

Joga

7-9
Both

Cinderella
songs

Metric Man
Musical

Picture Frame
Describe & D aw

67

071

10-~-12
Both

Cinderella
songs

Metric Man
Musical

Picture Frame
Describe & Draw

Policeman Policeman
Progress Progress
Yoga Yoga

All Boys

Cinderella

Metric Man

songs

Policeman

Musical

Describe & Draw

Picture Frame

Progress
Yoga
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APPENDIX D4 ... cont'd

Boys 7-9

Policeman
Cinderella
Metric Man
songs

Musical
Describe & Draw
Picture Frame
rogress

Yoga

Girls 7-9

SONgs
Picture Frame
Cinderella
“lusical

Metric Man
Lescribe & Draw
Policeman

YoTa

S2rograess

Boys 10-12

Cinderella
Metric Man
Policeman

songs

Describe & Draw
Musical

Picture Frame
Progress

Yoga

Girls 10~-12

songs
Cinderella
Picture Frame
Musical
Describe & Draw
Metric Man
Policeman
Progress

Yoga

68
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QUESTIONNAIRE (Question

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

$6)

Rank Order = Dislike

Al

—

Yoga

Proaress
Policeman
Picture Frame
Musical
Descirboe & Draw
Motric Man
Cinderella
SOngs

All Cirls

Progress

YO

volicoman
fotric Man
Pictare Prame
““Unical
JCSSrihe & Draw
Cinderella

SONS

7-9
Both

Yoga

Progress
Policeman
Picture Frame
Describe & Draw

69

075

10-12
Both

Yoga

Progress
Policeman
Picture Framec
Musical

Musical Metric Man
Metric Man Describe & Draw
Cinderella Cinderella
songs songs

All Boys

Yoga

Progress

Picture Frame

Musical

Describe & Draw

Policeman

Metric Man

songs

Cinderella
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APPENDIX DS ... cont'd A j'
Boys 7-9 Boys 10-12
Yoga Yoga
Picture Frame Progress
. Progress Picture Frame
SONgs Musical
Metric Man " Describe & Draw
Policeman Policeman i
Musical songs
Describe & Draw Metric Man
Cinderella Cinderella
irls 7-9 Girls 10-12
crogress . Yoga
Youa Progress
Pnlicoman Policeman
Qeneribe & Draw Motric Man
Yetrio Man Picture Frame
Musrcal Musical
Cinderella Cinderella
Prcture FPrame Describe & Draw

. v S0nGs
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APPENDIX D6

TN e v——

CUESTIONNATRE (Questions #8~#13)

Nenk Order - from  Right to Wrong

7-9 10-12
ALl (64) Both (n=28) Both (n=36)
Progress (58) Yoga (25) Progress (34)
Musical (57) Progress (24) iusical (33)
Voda {(57) _ Musical (24) Cinderella (29)
Metric tan (44) Policeman (16) Metric Man (25)
Cindderella (43) Metric Man (15) Yoga (24)
Policeman {38) Cinderclla (14) Policeman (22)

All Girls (n=31)

Musical (31)
Yoga (30)
Progress (27)
Metric Man (24)
Cindorella (23)
Policeman (20)

Q}l Boys (n=33)

Progress (31)
Yoga (27)
Musical (26)
Cindovolla (200
Metric Man (20)
Policeman (18)
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APPLENDIX D6 ... cont'd

Boys 7-9 (n=14)"

Progress (13)
Yoga (11)
Musical (10)
Metric Man (9)
Policeman (7)
Cinderella (5)

Girls 7-9 (n=14)

Yoga (14)
Musicaul (14)
Progress (11)
“otric Man (10)
Policeman (9)
Cinderella (9)

076

Boys 10~12 (n=19)

Progress (18)
Yoga (16)
Musical (16)
Cinderella (15)
Metric (11)
Policeman (11)

Giris 10-12 (n=17)

Musaical (17)
Yoga (16)
Proaress (16}
Metric Man (14)
Cinderella (14)
Policeman (11)
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MONKEY BARS

EVALUATION

Present Position:

wn e
Tevel

(1)

-
L
e

107 {wae)

the agrade

vou taught?:

Whey do vou think 3

Monkow Barqg?

[

"Th

74

- e

» the target audience* of

Whot do vou think the obiective

of Monkev Bars ig?

When would von

Raw

T rerre—— "

SUacost Monkev NDarea e 0y T

-

Targek addionne s tha
tn which the

SPeCT Fim AUATONCEE o' o] Pre g

nrogram 1s directed,
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75

Tn the next 4 auestions nlease respond by listing one
or a combination of *he following numbers referring
to the Monkev BRars segments.

(1) songs
() nicture frame
(3) Metric Man
. (1) Policeman
() Cinderella (word game) play
(6) Yoga exorcises
{73 nusical instrument plav
(3} “legcribe and draw game
(9) progress discussion
() Which seaments do you think the taraot audierco woalg
find enjovable?
() which secaments do you find enijovahle?
N Vhiah seaments do you think have direcct cuaucational
1lue?
. (" Sk sogqmerts do veu feel could be used in an ap-

creerrate educational setting?

TN e e e -y - g ope - ~—y .

€8]

Sl e reoonmmend to member:s of the tarened QUG L onee
Firet 8oy waten Monkey Rars?

Yers Neo

——————————— — e s r—
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ADULT'S INTERVIEW SCHEDULE
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081 wqe

interview Schedule (for teachors)

For interviewer.,

The interview should directly follow the completion of the
written aquestionnaire.

(1}

(=)

)

What are your general impressions of the program?

in reference to question 5 on the questionnaire, which
segments did you find enjovable? Why?

D.d not like? Why?

'noreference to guestion 3 on the questionnaire, which
sormaents do you think the target audience will like? Why?

Not like? Why?

Dia vou like the format? Why ?

Hew would vou atter jt?

noadditronal time available solicit comments re
SN esL ions o s

“dencral coducational value

TEneral entortainment value

ad oAt e s sooment format
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APPENDIX G

ADULT'S QUESTIONNAIRE (COMPOSITE)

Q
ERIC

A et provided by R
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Adults' Responses to Questions 4, 5¢ 6, and 7

‘ucstion #4

Wh.ch segme':cs do you think the targct audience would
' ‘ find enjoyable?

. Sonags  (4)

2. Musical Instrument Play (13)
3. Policeman (10)

4. Progress Discussion (8)

5. Picture Frame (7)

6. Cinderella (6)

7. Describe and Draw (6)

8. Metric Man (4)

9. Yoga (3) :

Question #5

Which segments do you find enjoybale?

. Sonus (8)

- Progress Discussion (8)

- "usicul Instrument Play (8)
Describe and Draw (7)

. Policeman (7)

. Cinderella (6)

. Picture Frame (4)

. Yoaa (4)

. Metric Man (3)

Question §6

Which segments do you think have direct educational value?

- Musical Instrument Play (15)
Metric Man (8)

Policemar .8)

Progrere Discuss.:on (7)
Ciraderella i7)

Describe and Draw Game (7)
Sonas (7)

Yoga (5)7 -,

Picture Frame (4)

[ ] L]

e ARSI A N O B ORI
» L]
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Question 47

Which seaments do you feel could be used in an appropriate
educational setting?

Musical Instrument Play (10)
Progress Discussion (9)

Yoga (9)

Metric Man (9)

Policeman (8)

Describe and Draw (8)
Cinderella (7)

Sonags (5)

Picture Frame (3)

Lo <IN Bs T 5 - R S
L R T



